
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

There is sti l l  time!  
 
Greetings, fellow redeemed, 
 

Another year has come and gone.  The older I get, the more I realize how precious each day, each week, each 
month, and year is.  Unfortunately, none of us is getting any younger.  We are one step closer to eternity.  The end 
of a New Year is an excellent opportunity to look back over the past year and reflect on memories and mistakes.  
The New Year is a chance to start anew.  A reset button or a redo in some cases. 
 

We may have an opportunity to repair that which was broken, such as a relationship.  We get a new opportunity to 
reach out to someone we haven’t spoken to in years.  We can forgive someone who wronged us and is asking for 
reconciliation.  We have new opportunities to repair the damage done in the previous year or years.  We have new 
opportunities to do something different with our lives to take a new direction.  To turn away from past mistakes and 
sins that burden us.  New daily opportunities to lay our burdens at the foot of the cross once more.  To leave the 
past in the past, look forward to the future hope we have in Christ, and share that hope with our family, friends, and 
neighbors.  New opportunities to show Christ’s love and forgiveness to even our enemies.  There is still time—a time 
for everything under heaven.  Ecclesiastes chapter 3 says it well: 
 

“For everything, there is a season and time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born and a time to 
die; a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill and a time to heal; a time to break 
down and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn and a time to dance; a 
time to cast away stones and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain 
from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep and a time to cast away; a time to tear, 
and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for 
war, and a time for peace. What gain has the worker from his toil? I have seen the business God has given to 
the children of man to be busy with. 
 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart so that he cannot 
find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.” 

 

There is still time to do what God has called you to do.  “This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad 
in it.”  Psalm 118:24. 
 

May the Lord who has begun this good work in you bring it to completion on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ so that 
you may be a blessing to others in your words and actions.   
 

New Year’s Blessings, 
 

 Pastor Josh   

 

Grace Connections 
So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually we are members one of another. 
Romans 12:5 
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• The Stewardship Committee made a presentation to the congregation on December 4th.  Time + Talents + 
Treasures survey forms were included in worship folders and we asked each member to fill out the survey with 
information about their professional skills and interests. We also asked members to indicate their interest in 
serving on various committees, ministries and in other areas of need. A separate form was distributed to each 
individual/family giving unit asking for an estimate of projected giving in 2023. This confidential information will 
be reviewed by our financial secretaries to develop an estimate of congregational giving in 2023. Input from the 
congregation will be compiled in January.  
 

• Our giving continues to lag our budget plan giving of $210,330 for 2022. November giving of $19,291 was $1,763 
over the monthly giving goal. However, through November we still have a giving deficit of $23,000 versus our 
budget goal. December is typically a month of extreme generosity and we pray that giving in December will 
erase most of the current giving deficit. 
 

• A 2023 budget of $219,550 was approved at a Voters’ Meeting on December 11th. The 2023 budget represents a 
4.4% increase over the 2022 budget despite inflation pressures that actually support an overall budget increase 
of almost ten percent. Vice President Bill Lemke presented the budget to voters and he stressed that the Budget 
Committee considered all possible reductions in formulating a frugal budget that will allow us to continue our 
current level of operation. 
 

• Ray Kistler has agreed to become Chairman of the Trustees Committee in June. I will serve as Interim Trustee 
until Ray assumes the position. All issues concerning facility maintenance and use of our facility should be 
forwarded to me for handling. 
 

• The Church Council is considering the purchase of a computer projector which will enhance our presentation 
capabilities.  We are also considering purchase of a flat screen television for use in the Fireside Room. 
 

• We will replace the water heater that supplies hot water to the small bathroom next to the library and also to 
the sink in the Fireside Room. We plan on power washing and painting the exterior stairs leading to each wing of 
the building. This effort will likely take place in the spring of 2023. We also have electrical issues which will be 
addressed in the near future and work in the attic above the administration wing that will likely take place next 
spring. 
 

• The Church Council is considering options for enhancing our signage. This could consist of adding a sign in front 
of our building or modification of existing signs. City of Ashland regulations for new signs are very restrictive and 
they limit design options for a new sign. We do believe that our outreach efforts will be enhanced if the times of 
worship services, bible study sessions and Sunday school classes are displayed for all to see. 
 

• A Cub Scout troop will be using our Fireside Room every Thursday from 3:00 to 5:00 PM beginning in January 
and continuing until the weather warms up enough for the group to have outdoor meetings. We do need 
volunteers to act as site supervisors during these sessions. Some parents will also participate in these 
educational classes. This is an opportunity for us show our support for Ashland youth and to demonstrate that 
we are a caring and generous church community. 
 

Mike Bahr 
Council President 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Women of Grace LWML 

 
Women’s Study/LWML 

 

The Women of Grace Women’s Study will resume at 10:00 AM, Tuesday, January 11, 2023, weather permitting.  We 
are currently at Chapter 23 in the Book of Acts. We meet in the conference/library room.  This study is open for all.  
A study guide is provided. A bible with footnotes is helpful.  Come join us.  We use a verse-by-verse format, including 
a lot of discussion.  
 

The Women of Grace LWML will meet January 18 at 1:00 PM in the library/conference room, again weather 
permitting. We need to set up the schedule for 2023 and discuss rescheduling the Advent Luncheon, which was 
canceled due to weather. If you are interested in mission work, please note our mission statement below. 
 

 Mission Statement: Women of Grace 
 

The Women of Grace LWML hope to encourage a greater mission consciousness among the members of Grace 
Lutheran Church, Ashland, OR through education, service and inspiration.  We support the LWML (Lutheran Women 
in Mission, a recognized women’s mission service affiliate of the Lutheran Church, MO Synod.), locally, regionally 
(throughout OR), and nationally, while remaining independent. 
 

We offer a weekly women’s Bible study using a verse-by-verse format, emphasizing the Word in our daily lives.  We 
have sponsored semi-annual bake sales to provide funds for support of local faith-based organizations to bring the 
lost, erring, and needy to know the love and saving grace of Christ. Once a month we meet to discuss how we may 
inspire others as we pledge our service whenever, wherever, and however it may be needed to proclaim the glory of 
God.   
 

Mites 
 

Our Mite box is placed on the table at the back of the church.  We can provide a small mite box for individuals to 
place their loose change as they wish.  These “mites” provide the funds for many worthwhile grants donated to 
faith-based organizations regionally, nationally and internationally.   The national LWML provides over 
$2,000,000.00 in grants biannually, while the OR LWML grants total approximately $90,00.00 biannually.  One of the 
Oregon grants is to help churches in the High Desert of Eastern OR: 
 

Oregon’s High Desert Churches Restoration — $6,500.00 
 

Remote churches in the high desert of Eastern Oregon are in need of Pastoral Aid, with reliable assistance to the 
churches with ongoing and emergency vacancies.  Currently pastoral counseling is provided by Pastor Emeritus Don 
Helen who is filling the role of Circuit Visiting Pastor, administering the precious rites of the Sacraments and uplifting 
God’s people in these trying times.  This grant of $6,000.00 will help in setting up Wi-Fi at the churches or 
community sites, augmenting accessibility for the pastor and congregants to stay in touch, and worship online. 
 
    “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,  
     to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” 
 

              Acts 2:42 
 



 

Financial ‘Plan’ Status 
November 2022 

 

 
 
 

 

GOOD STEWARDS OF GRACE 
W H Y  I  G I V E …  From Grace members 

 

“We give to support our wonderful Grace, as it has given us so much.” 
 

“I am grateful for all of God’s abundant blessings.” 
 

Stewardship means being faithful with God’s resources in whatever situation we’re in.  We can be faithful 
stewards in the midst of debt. We can be faithful stewards in the midst of plenty. Faithfulness in 
stewardship is not so much about where we are financially, but more about being obedient with God’s 
resources in that situation. 
 

 

 
 
 

 YTD through  2022 'Plan'

November November   % of 'Plan' Total

General Fund 'Plan' vs Contributions

General Fund Contributions $19,291.00 $169,477.37 80.58%

 'Plan' Offering Goal $17,527.50 $192,802.50 91.67% $210,330.00

Over (-under) 'Plan' Goal $1,763.50 ($23,325.13)

 

Contributions vs Expenditures

General Fund Contributions $19,291.00 $169,477.37 80.58% $210,330.00

General Fund expenditures $17,182.96 $187,086.17 88.95%

Net $2,108.04 ($17,608.80)



 

 
 

From the Fall 2022 OHRA Newsletter (Options for Helping Residents of Ashland) 

 



 
 
 
 

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES 
 
 

 

 

"How Long..." is a special presentation of The Lutheran Hour ®. Hosted by Lutheran Hour Speaker Rev. Dr. 
Michael Zeigler, this presentation, "How Long..., "features original arrangements of Christmas carols by the 
internationally known vocalist Erin Bode and an original story revealing an ancient set of poems inspired by 
the book of Isaiah called the "O Antiphons." 
 
The antiphons have been used through the centuries to unite Christians in the brightest and darkest of 
times, as they await the return of their Savior, the Messiah. Originally written in Latin, these ancient 
poems were very quickly turned into song. The classic hymn "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" is based on this 
poem and is integral to the story. 
 
The original story is presented as a radio drama. The heartwarming tale is that of a skeptical young woman 
living alone in windy Chicago at Christmastime. The woman is intrigued by a series of creative messages, a 
familiar song, and an invitation. 
 
Find The Lutheran Hour on a station near you at lhm.org/guide and download and listen to "How Long..." 
beginning December 17 at lutheranhour.org/howlong. 

If you need help accessing this presentation online, or if you would like a CD please call John Gisclon."   

 
 
 
 

https://www.lhm.org/guide
https://www.lutheranhour.org/howlong


 
 
 

“AMAZING GRACE” is a Christian hymn penned by the English 

poet and Anglican clergyman John Newton to accompany a sermon 
he preached on New Year’s Day, 1773. Over the last 250 years, it 
has become an immensely popular hymn, particularly in the United 
States where it is used for both religious and secular purposes. The 
text for the hymn is drawn from 1 Chronicles 17:16-17, in which 
King David responds to the prophet Nathan’s words that God 
intends to continue David’s royal line for eternity. The text reads: 
 

Then King David went in and sat before the LORD and said, 
“Who am I, O LORD God, and what is my house, that you 
have brought me thus far? And even this was a small thing 
in your sight, O God; you have also spoken of your servant’s 
house into the distant future. You regard me as someone of 
high rank, O LORD God! 

 

Newton wrote the words of “Amazing Grace” from his own 
personal experience. He was once a man far from faith who was 
brought near to God by a harrowing event in his life. In 1748, while 
Newton served as a sea captain of a ship in the Atlantic slave trade, 
a violent storm off the coast of Ireland struck his vessel so severely 
that he called out to God for mercy. This moment marked 
Newton’s turn toward God, what he called “the hour I first 
believed.”  Eventually leaving sailing behind, Newton then began 
studying Christian theology and was ordained in the Church of 
England in 1764. He served as a minister in Olney, England, where 
he began writing hymns. 

 

“Amazing Grace” was published in Olney Hymns in 1779 but was rarely sung in England. It was in the United States 
where the song would become widely known during the early 1800s. While the hymn was associated with more 
than 20 melodies over the years, in 1835, American composer William Walker set it to the tune known as “New 
Britain,” and the melody stuck. Today “Amazing Grace” remains one of the most recognizable songs in the English-
speaking world. 
 

· “Amazing Grace” is one of the most recorded hymns of all time. The Library of Congress has more than 

3,000 recordings in its library. Popular versions have been sung by Judy Collins, Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, 

Aretha Franklin, Rod Stewart and Willie Nelson. 
 

· Newton biographer Jonathan Aitken estimates that “Amazing Grace” is performed about 10 million times 

annually. 
 

· “Amazing Grace” has been translated into more than 50 languages. 
 

· “Amazing Grace” is commonly sung at funerals, often with bagpipes, because of his final stanzas that offer 

the message of peace and comfort after death. 
 

· After Newton’s ship survived the storm, it landed off the coast of Donegal, Ireland. In 2013, Ireland built a 

viewing platform at Lough Swilly, near Castle Bridge, County Donegal, to mark the spot where Newton 

began his conversion. 
 

· Newton would become one of the most outspoken abolitionists in British history. 

 
 



 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

A thank you note from Michele Alspach for 
the piano recital held at Grace on 

December 17th. 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2023… Peace, Love, Joy and Hope 

“Grace Guides and Sustains” 
 

 

“Looking to the Future with Hope” 
Grace Lutheran Church 

660 Frances Lane 

Ashland, OR. 97520 

1-541-482-1661 

gracelutheranashland@gmail.com 

gracelutheranashland.org 

FOLLOW us on Facebook – gracelutheranashland-lcms 
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